
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON  
TAX POLICY 

 
Thursday, November 8, 2007                   10:30 A.M.    Room 521 House Office Building 
 
Chairman Bieda called the meeting to order. 
 
Chairman Bieda placed the committee at ease, the time being 10:43 a.m. 
 
Chairman Bieda reconvened the meeting at 11:30 a.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Bieda, Condino, Farrah, Robert Jones, Mayes, Meisner, Melton, 
Sheltrown, Warren, Young, Meltzer, Steil, Pastor, Palmer, Wenke, Calley. (16/17) 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED: Rep. Sheen. (1/17) 
 
Representative Condino moved to excuse absent members. There being no objection, absent 
members were excused. 
 
Chairman Bieda laid HB 5408 before the committee. 
 
HB 5408 Coulouris Business tax; other; certain tax bases, tax rates, tax credits, and 

refunds based on business tax revenue; revise, and repeal certain 
use tax exemptions and statutory appropriations. 

 
Scott Schrager, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, testified before the 
committee on HB 5408. 
 
Chairman Bieda placed the committee at ease, the time being 12:00 p.m. 
 
The committee was moved to room 519 of the House Office building. 
 
Chairman Bieda reconvened the meeting at 12:51 p.m. 
 
Scott Schrager resumed his testimony. 
 
Brad Ward, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors, testified before the committee in 
opposition to HB 5408. 
 
Charlie Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business, testified before the 
committee in opposition to HB 5408. 
 
Jared Rodriguez, representing the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, testified before the 
committee in support of HB 5408. 



 
Sarah Hubbard, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce, testified before the 
committee in support of HB 5408. 
 
John Llewellyn, representing the Michigan Bankers Association, testified before the committee in 
support of HB 5408. 
 
Julie Thomas, representing herself, testified before the committee in support of HB 5408. 
 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders and Contractors, testified before the committee in 
opposition to HB 5408. 
 
George Carr, representing the Michigan Concrete Association, testified before the committee in 
support of HB 5408 with amendment. 
 
Tricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified before the committee in 
opposition to HB 5408 as drafted. 
 
Eric Henning and Greg Gursky, representing General Motors, testified before the committee in 
support of HB 5408. 
 
Charlie Pryde, representing Ford Motor Company, testified before the committee in support of HB 
5408. 
 
Vice-Chairman Condino took the chair. 
 
Chuck Hadden, representing the Michigan manufacturers Association, testified before the 
committee in support of HB 5408. 
 
Chairman Bieda resumed the chair. 
 
Chairman Bieda placed the committee at ease, the time being 3:19 p.m. 
 
Chairman Bieda reconvened the meeting at 4:38 p.m. 
 
The following people turned in testimony cards in support of HB 5408 but did not wish to speak: 
 
 Bryan Harrison, representing Alticor Inc. 
 Ron Orlando, representing Comcast. 
 Dyck Van Koevering, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan. 
 Don Van Singel, representing Chrysler. 
 Bill Kordenbrock, representing EDS. 
 Jim Miller, representing the Michigan Insurance Coalition. 
 Glen Merkel, representing the Davis Cartage Company. 
 David Zyble, representing the Jackson National Life Insurance Company. 
 Stacie Behler, representing Meijer. 
 Fred Schlemmer, representing Steelpro. 
 Jim Murray, representing AT&T. 



 
The following people turned in testimony cards in opposition to HB 5408: 
 
 Matt Groen, representing the Michigan Restaurant Association. 
 Tony De Luca, representing the Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers. 
 Alan Canady, representing Detroit Legal News Publishing. 
 Peter Jaskoski, representing TransCanada. 
 Dawn Crandall, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders. 
 
Representative Condino moved to adopt the (H-1) substitute to HB 5408. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Bieda, Condino, Farrah, Robert Jones, Mayes, Meisner, Melton, Sheltrown, 
Warren, Young, Steil, Palmer, Wenke, Calley. (14/17)  

NAYS: Reps. Meltzer, Pastor. (2/17) 
 PASS: None. (0/17) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Pastor moved to adopt the following amendments to HB 5408 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, after "THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 
ENACT:" by striking out the balance of the page through "section." On page 12, line 27. 
 
 2 Amend page 13, line 6, by striking out all of enacting section 2. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Meltzer, Steil, Pastor, Palmer, Wenke, Calley. (6/17)  

NAYS: Reps. Bieda, Condino, Farrah, Robert Jones, Mayes, Meisner, Melton, Sheltrown, 
Warren, Young. (10/17) 
 PASS: None. (0/17) 
 
An insufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion did not prevail. 
 
Representative Condino moved to report HB 5408 as an (H-1) substitute, with recommendation. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Bieda, Condino, Farrah, Robert Jones, Mayes, Meisner, Melton, Sheltrown, 
Warren, Young, Wenke. (11/17)  

NAYS: Reps. Meltzer, Pastor. (2/17) 
 PASS: Reps. Steil, Palmer, Calley. (3/17) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
 
 
 



There being no further business before the committee, Chairman Bieda declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 4:51 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Steven Bieda, Chair              Eric Esch, Committee Clerk     (517) 373-0070 


